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(54) METHOD FOR CONTROLLING EXPOSURE TIME 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To attain the control of the exposure time 
with high accuracy by holding the closing operation 
characteristic of a mechanical shutter with a storing 
means as data and controlling the operation timing of 
element shutter function based on these data. 
CONSTITUTION: When a lens barrel 2 having a 
mechanical shutter 3 is mounted to the body 1 of an 
electronic camera, a field recording mode and a frame 
recording mode can be selected. When the frame 
recording mode is selected, the timing of an exposure 
start is controlled by the element shutter function 
and an incident light to an image pickup element is 
really interrupting by the closing operation of the 
mechanical shutter. Then, the timing of an exposure 
end is controlled and a frame recording is executed. 
In such a case, since pho tometry operation is 
executed at the electronic camera side based on the 
data stored in a ROM7 at a maximum speed shutter 
second time, the exposure con trol to be optimum for 
the mechanical shutter 3 of this lens barrel 2 can be realized 
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